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Abstract

“Gender Mainstreaming” has been adopted as the official policy
approach by the United Nations to advance gender equality since 1995,
European Union also subscribed to this approach as endorsed in the
Amsterdam Treaty in 1997. However, a successful “transformation” in
practice is not easy.

Belgium’s achievement in promoting gender equality is viewed as
above average among the European countries. Through the case study of
the Belgian experience, this article tries to illustrate the obstacles and
challenges of launching gender mainstreaming, and explores the
conditions that may overcome the obstacles, including the required
political will, civil participation, and policy institutions and resources.
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