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Toward postmodern feminism:
Deconstructing the dualist debate over
prostitution

Yenwen Peng”

Abstract

This paper addresses a common dilemma facing contemporary
feminists, a dilemma that I term ‘false opposition’ between subjects and
structures. I draw on Judith Butler’s well-known theory of
‘performitivity’ to advocate for a postmodern approach of feminism,
which | believe is the only approach that renders feminists less
oppressive in launching various °‘liberation’ campaigns. Furthermore,
using the theory of performitivity to reflect on the deadlocked debate
over prostitution, |1 explore how a postmodern feminist approach can
work to deconstruct the above mentioned ‘false opposition’. | also come
up with some concrete policy suggestions in the context of Taiwan.

* Assistant professor, Department of Public Policy and Management, Shih Hsin University
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