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Representation and Accountability of Non-Profit
Organizations in Public Governance:
The Case of Publication Classification Review

Yen-Wen Peng and Wei-Lun Wu

Abstract

After the abolition of the Publication Law in 1999, the authority of rating and
classifying publications was transferred to two non-profit organizations (NPOs),
namely the R.O.C Publication Appraisal Foundation and the Chinese Association
of Self-regulating Publications. This thesis reviews the background and function of
the two NPOs, with particular emphasis on the standards and procedures that they
employ in deciding the rating of controversial publications. In this way, this thesis
tries to discuss the issues of representation and accountability regarding NPOs that
play an increasingly important role in public governance.

The authors argue that in the era of network governance, the demand for
representation should go beyond the question of “Who can represent?”, instead
asking “Who are not represented?” In terms of the accountability issue, the NPOs
participating in public governance should be accountable, in principle, to the general
public, and hence make their information transparent for public investigation. The
comments from the public determine the “credibility” of the NPOs, and in this way
make them responsible for what they do in the governing process. In maintaining
this new scheme of accountability, information transparency is by all means a critical
basis.

Keywords: network governance, non-profit organization, representation, account-
ability, transparency, publication classification.
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